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FROM THE
S PASTOR

ADVENT: A SEASON THAT BEGINS
A NEW YEAR OF HOPE

There is so much despair and hopelessness all around us, all over the world. Just waéstirtpe
news on any given night or read the newspaper on any given day and you whiatdengan: drugs,
shootings, arsons, thefts, people hurting other people, child abuse, elderly abusealidgsese are just
the regional and state headlines. When we expand our vision, we see: wars, tgeaostde, torture,
land mines, bombs, corruption. The descriptive words could go on and on.

This season of Advent begins a new Church Year, a year that we will view threugyethof the
Gospel of Matthew. In the Gospel reading for the First Week of Advent from Ma®4hewe are told not to
despair and to keep an alert eye open. God is doing what God has promised. It might besbdrdttid is
happening. Have hope.

| encourage you, this new Church Year, to look for hope in your daily life and all around your As o
brothers and sisters of the United Church of Christ say: “God is still working.” SGtidl present in our
lives. We must strive with all our might to overcome the despair and hopelessneswamlidwo find the
hope that God wants for us to have. We must encourage each other with stories of Gats,stEsees of
the things that God is doing in our lives. As we read about what God is doing throughout the gospel of
Matthew this year and in our readings from other passages of scripturshetraghe insights we gain as to
the hope that is to come.

In Holy Baptism, God promises us forgiveness, eternal life, and salvatiamg t€lihis hope of your
baptismal promises. Live out those promises as you freely share GodsJgifius with others in this
Advent season of waiting, watching and hoping. God’s blessings on your preparatioakebrations.

e-mail: prkeith@ptd.net
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SYMPATHY

Sincere sympathy to the family

and friends of:
Glen Ranck, cousin of Richard
Baylor, who died November 12, 2007,
Robert Beers, nephew of Norman
and Minnie Troutman, who died
November 17, 2007.

BAPTISM

During worship on Sunday
November 11, 2007, we
celebrated the Baptism of
Allison Renee Snover, daughts
of David and Coleen Snover
Allison was born June 21, 200}
and has a sister, Alexis|
Grandparents are S. William
and Jeannie Snover.

=

OFFERING ENVELOPES

Beginning in December for the
January 2008 year, you will b¢
receiving your offering
envelopes by mail. You ndg
longer have to pick up boxes at
the church.

The new program enables you
to receive two month’s worth of
envelopes, and every othg
month you will receive a new
batch. The Love offering
envelopes, that are usually i
the newsletter, will also b¢g
included in your sets. You can
either put them into the offering
plate at Sunday worship or ma
them into the office.

=
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Hopefully, the transition will go
smoothly, but if there are any
problems or if you don't receive
your envelopes, please call Deg
at the church office. And, pleas
make sure the church has your
up-to-date  mailing address.
Thank you.

DV T

Event dates : Sundays,
December 2™ and 9™, 2007

Lunch and baked goods
available.

This need awareness event will be
held at two locations:

St. John's Lutheran Church

and

CHARITIES BEING REP
ELCA World Hunger
ELCA Disaster Response
Columbia Montour Home Hospice
Ronald McDonald House of Danville
Greater Berwick Chapter American
Red Cross
Danville Area Chapter American Red
Cross
St. Luke's Adopt-an-Orphanage
Habitat for Humanity, Columbia
Montour Counties
Nurse-Family Partnership
Eos Therapeutic Riding Center
Special Olympics of PA, Columbia
Montour Counties
Your Loving Choices
Good Samaritan Mission of Danville
Columbia County Volunteers in
Medicine Free Clinic
Columbia-Montour Aging Office, Inc.
Nescopeck Food Cupboard
Bloomsburg Food Cupboard at Winona
Danville/Riverside Area Food Bank
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PASTOR AWAY

Pastor Keith will be away
December 6 through December
9 (Todd will be preaching on
the 9" and December 25
through December 29. Deb, in
the office, or Tom Herrington
has Pastor's number in West
Virginia should Pastoral needs
arise.

CONGREGATIONAL MTG.

A Congregational Meeting was
held on Sunday, November 18,
2007 with 51 members in
attendance. The 2008 Budget

was approved (Richard
Baylor/Todd Baney). Results of
the election of Councll
members are: Missi Bohner,

Jean Crumb, Christine Koons
(re-elected), Burrtell Metzger,
Sue Neitz and Art Sticklin. The
meeting was adjourned (Bill
Snover/Todd Baney).Minutes

by Christina Hauck, Council
Secretary

Thank youto outgoing Council
members: Christina  Hauck,
Larry Troy, Tom Herrington,
Dennis Leighow and Mary
Janie Snyder.




YOUTH CHRISTMAS PARTY
Our Youth Group will be
having a Christmas Party ol
Sunday, December "9 from | | "
5:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M. in theg # % &' ()
Youth Room for ages"5grade
and up.

-

All youth are asked to bring a
simple snhack to share and [a
less-than-five-dollar exchange
gift.

+
Be prepared to go Christmas
caroling too!
/
Youth Groups from Trinity
Lutheran, St. Paul's United !
Methodist and Christ Episcopal ° / "
Churches have been invited to o
attend. 0 /
+ |
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POINSETTIAS

Each year at Christmas w
decorate the chancel witl
poinsettias.

After the Christmas Eve|
Candlelight Service is over
some of the poinsettias ar

always left in the Sanctuary fof

the Sundays of Christmas 4
long as they will last. All others
who marked “Take” please taki
them home after the service.

PLEASE HELP DELIVERWe

are again asking for volunteer
to help with the delivering.
Please consider taking one (¢

two after the Christmas Eve
service and delivering to ouf
shut-ins. Any help you can give

would be appreciated. Our shu
ins would especially enjoy you
visit with them on Christmas
Eve.

This month isVorld Hunger
month for our
LoveOffering Envelopes.

(Next month the Love envelopes will
be included in your envelopes you
receive in the mail.)

Hunger in the United States
35.1 million people (including
12.4 million children)
experience hunger or the risk
of hunger.

0 This is roughly 11.8 percent of

the 298 million people in the
U.S. (July 2006 estimate)

3.9 percent of U.S. households

(10.8 million people, including

0.6 million children) experience

hunger. Some families skip

meals, eat too little, or go a

whole day without food.

0 1 out of every 8 households in
the United States has reduced
the quality of its diet to utilize
money elsewhere (rent,
clothing, day care).

7.1 percent of U.S. households

(24.4 million people, including
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11.8 million children) are at risk
of hunger.

In 2006, 26.7 million people
participated in the food stamp
program each month (8.6
percent of the U.S.
population).

In 2006, requests for
emergency food assistance
increased 7 percent. Of those
requesting emergency food
assistance, 48 percent were
members of families with
children, and 37 percent of
adults requesting assistance
were employed.

Of 1,000 Americans surveyed,
42% said they donated money
to non-profit groups serving the
poor, and 33% gave time to
help the poor. (Barna
Research Group) You are one
of the 42% when you give to
the ELCA World Hunger
Appeal.

CAMP MOLINT LUTHER
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COMMUNITY SINGERS

The Community Singers will
present Night of Alleluias on

Monday, December 17 at 7:30
P.M. at St. Peter's United
Methodist Church, 240 Sunbury
Road, in Riverside. A free-will
offering will be received.

Refreshments will be available.

e~

FooD BANK (st
NEEDS

This month the
Food Bank would appreciate
donations ofPeanut Butter and
Saltines Donations of any other
food items and monetary donations
would also be appreciated. To
make a monetary donation, please
use a blue pew envelope and mark
it Food Bank

GoOOD SAMARITAN RPT.

Report for October:

359 families: 488 adults and 217
children

There were 122 clothing donors

5 uniform clients

21 families received 46 pieces of
furniture

12 families donated 52 pieces of
furniture

Helped a young couple who have
low paying jobs and are expecting
their first child with heating oil.
($382.25)

Helped a 71 year old woman with
her co-pay who is diabetic and
needed special shoes. ($55.08)

Helped a 22 yr. old single parent to
keep her electricity from being
disconnected. ($75.00)

The Mission Center thanks you for
your generous donations of coats
mittens, hats and scarves for the winter
give-away. They helped 54 families
which received 87 coats and 3 pairs of
snow pants and hats, gloves, mittens
and scarves. THANK YOU!

Good Samaritan Mission Center
Tues. and Thurs. 9 AM -5 PM;
Wednesday 9-Noon
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MusiCAL M ONDAYS

Choir at 10:00 AM
Children’s Choir
10) at 4:30 PM
Bell Choir at 5:30 PM
Praise Team at 6:30 PM

(until December

KITCHEN SUPPLY LIST

If you would be able to donate
some supplies to the kitchen,
here is what is used regularly:

100% fruit juice

2 liter bottles of soda
large jugs of punch
lemonade mix w/sugar
ice tea mix w/sugar
paper towels

NEWSLETTERDEADLINE

The Deadline for the next
edition of the Newsletter is
December 15. All articles
submitted are subject to editing;
typewritten articles are
especially appreciated. It ma
be necessary to hold article
submitted after the deadling
date until the next month.

O <

SPONSORS

A big THANK YOU to everyone
who sponsored communion bread
bulletins, flowers and sanctuarn
candles for our worship service
during 2007. These are very
important items and having
someone to provide them helps
defray the costs for the church.

|72}

The new sign-up lists will be
available soon. Sign up early to get
your favorite dates and be sure {o
include yourin memory ofOR in
honor ofmessage when signing up.

The costs are:

- $20.00 per week for
Bulletins;
$28.00 per week fdelowers,
$14.00 per month for the
Sanctuary Candle.

CHECK OUT
OUR PHOTOS

!
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

1 - Charles McWilliams

3 - Tiffany Dyer

4 - Laurie Fitzpatrick; Lewis
Riley, Jr.; Chantelle
(Chelly) Shaffer

6 — Danielle Bloom

7 — Meaghan Harner

10 — Kathryn McCarty;
Elizabeth O’Brien

16 — Harold Hack; Paul Sticklin

17 — Haley Bingaman; Stephen
Rice; Christopher Riley

18 — Alex Domanski; Caz
Morgan

20 — Joseph Domanski; Daniel
Fegley; Russell St. Clair

22 — Gisela Reedy

23 — Larry Bohner; Jenna
Snyder

24 — Bertha Coleman; Viola
DeWald

25 — Jesus Christ; Elizabeth
Baylor

27 — Jeffrey Bingaman

28 — Kayle Hurley

29 — Holly Patterson; Minnie
Troutman

30 — Pete Dyer

31 — Melissa Bohner; Cora
Wydra

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

21 — Sue and Marlin Neitz

28 — Kathi and Thomas Beiter

29 — Martha and Thomas Hinkle

30 — Terri and Robert Faust

31 — Chantelle and William
Shaffer



THANK You

Thank you! To everyone for thd
prayers, visits, flowers, food
cards, phone calls, tapeq
transportation and offers o
transportation to church service
and hospital appointments an
the many words of

encouragement. You have al

been so very helpful.

God Bless You All,

| would like to thank everyone
for the flowers, cards, calls an
visit while | was ill. It was
greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

Hello all,

Sorry it has taken me so long t
respond; I've been very bus)
with school work and trying to

Again, thank you for the

package.

L

(Dyer)
P.S. The candy even enabled me
5, receive some extra credit in my)
f Research Writing class. Thanks fg
s the grade booster!

WI/ELCA Highlights
by

r

DECEMBER QUARTERLY

The December Quarterly will be
held on December"™at 6:30
P.M. This will be our Christmasg
l Party.

There will be a covered dish
dinner with meat and drink
provided by the Board. Secre
Pals will be revealed. Thg
program will be the PSLC Bell
Choir.

?CIRCLES
Ruth Circle will meet on

change the pieces of America
policy that are wrong. Th

package was a great semester

boost considering they too
away our fall break. | especiall
enjoyed the Wal-Mart gift card
because it allowed me to bu
some food worth eating an
with some nutritional value.

Tuesday, January 8 at 11:30
A.M. at Muffin Man. Irene
Hinkle is the leader.

PARISH NURSE NEWS
By Mary Jane Snyder

SHINGLES
What causes shingles? Shingles is
caused by the same virus that
causes chickenpox. If you've had
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chickenpox, the virus remains
inactive in certain nerves. If the
virus becomes active again,
usually later in life, it causes the
painful disease called Shingles.

How Do You Get Shingles? You
are at risk for getting shingles if
you have had chickenpox. In
addition:

1. Conditions that weaken the body’s
immune (defense) system, such
as aging, cancer or certain drugs,
increase the chance that the virus
will become active again, resulting
in shingles.

You should know that there is no
way to predict who will get
Shingles, or when.

About half of the nearly 1 million
shingles cases in the United
States each year occur in people
aged 60 and older.

1 out of 2 people living to age 85
will have shingles.

The older you get, the longer the
shingles rash may last.

Key Facts About Shingles
Shingles, also called herpes
zoster, can be a painful disease
that can affect anyone who has
had chickenpox. It can start at any
time, without warning. The first
signs of shingles are often felt and
my not be seen. Symptoms can
include itching, tingling and
burning. A few days later a rash of
fluid-filled blisters appears, usually
on one side of the body or face.
Sometimes the pain, before the
rash appears, can be confused
with other conditions and this can
make shingles difficult to diagnose
early on.



What Are the Treatments for
Shingles? Antiviral medicines can
help speed up healing and reduce
pain of shingles, but if possible
treatment should begin within 72
hours of the onset of symptoms.
Talk to your doctor or healthcare
professional immediately if you
think you may have shingles so
that treatment bay begin as soon
as possible. For pain associated
with the shingles rash, your doctor
may recommend over the counter
pain medications or prescribe pain
medications.

What Is Long-Term Pain after
Shingles? For most people, the
pain associated with the shingles
rash lessens as it heals. However,
for some people after the rash
heals, shingles may lead to long-

term nerve pain that can last for
months or even years called
postherpetic neuralgia, or PHN.
The pain can range from
tenderness, burning, or throbbing

to pain that is stabbing or shooting.

The pain can be mild, moderate or
severe. The older you get, the
more you are at risk for long-term
nerve pain. Long-term nerve pain
hurts more and lasts longer in
older adults.

After the Rash! The shingles rash
usually lasts up to 30 days and for
most people the pain associated
with the rash lessens as it heals.
However, for some people, after
the rash heals, shingles may lead
to pain that can last for months.
Complications: Shingles
complications may include
scarring, hearing loss, bacterial

skin infections, changes in vision,
including potential vision loss,
paralysis on one side of the face,
muscle weakness, long-term pain,
and allodynia (pain from the
slightest touch of the skin such as
a slight breeze over the skin or
contact of clothing on the skin).

The Thank You Corner
Thank You to everyone who volunteers in our church to help accomplishigsien and ministry God h ¥
called us to here at Pine Street. We would like to shareywithsome of the names of the people who d
work and ministry of this Church. This is only a portion of the many pedypleare so generous with their ti
and abilities.

If you know of someone in our church who could use a pat on the baclotowell done, and for ministry thg
was meaningful to you please let us know at the church office. Wheegdlese people remember to thg

them for helping to make Pine Street a church that ministers in Jesus name.
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