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Changed Lives... Renewed Hope...
God Bless Us All!

7 When my husband, Keith, and | sat in Dr. John Turner’s office in Lewisburg (PA) the utobfer
and heard the doctor’'s recommendation “bi-lateral, simple mastectomsti @dtled ‘double mastectomy’),
our lives changed. Not only was the diagnosis “pre-cancerous atypia of the,bieasts for Keith, not
me. Suddenly, we were a family who had been touched by male breast cancer thettiird generation
of his family — now joined his maternal grandmother and his mother in facing this journey.

The WONDERFUL news is that Keith had the surgery, and any cancer theywasrtdtally
removed — no problems; only a call to follow up with the doctor for five years. Hisscgsmg before
other doctors throughout the area here. His health concerns will be used to help atbhassusihg our
challenges to bring blessings. And our blessings — even in the challengesdiess, deginning with a
good doctor, early detection, and SO many of you — our friends and family — who suppalst.us dai

And so, as our family begins this newest holiday season with you, we are maisi\cgiving
thanks. We have another wonderful withess to God’s amazing power. God has given us hopeno procla
again. You — all of you — have witnessed that hope. You continue to live that hope with us. Together we
serve as Christ’s followers who know that in good diagnoses or in challenging ortes/enéde to share.
Each day is not only a gift God gives us in Christ’'s Love; it is another opportunitiptothers.

Someone — somewhere in our lives — is struggling to find hope, help, AND that good news this
holiday. Christ calls us to be the eyes and ears of faith, and the arms and heaeshaftlseek out the lost
and bring the hope that God’s children are never, never, never, EVER alone in their journey.

You found us along your way. May all those you touch this celebrative and holy sead0rfiAdLS
that hope....and may they know as much joy as you have given us.

God bless you.

“...be filled with the Spirit, as you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, singing an

making melody to the Lord in your hearts, giving thanks to God the Father at all times and for egenythi
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
--Ephesians 5:18b-20
Your partners in mission and ministry,

PASTOR PAT AND PASTOR KEITH
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SYMPATHY
Sincere sympathy to the family

and friends of:
Dorothy McCormick who died
November 13, 2009
Lucille Dietz, our friend and
neighbor from across the street,
who died November 17, 2009

MEMORIALS
Memorial gifts received in
memory of Dorothy Yocum
were given by:
Women of the ELCA of Pine
Street
Rae and Nancy Leighow (Organ)
Janey Lucas and Everett Horton
(Organ)

A Memorial gift was received in
memory of Mary Harrison

given by the Women of thg
ELCA of Pine Street.

A Memorial gift was received in
memory ofJohn Dennehgiven
by Mary Jane and Bill Snyde
(Organ).
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CONGREGATIONAL MTG.
The Pine Street Lutheran
Church Congregational
meeting was held November 15
2009 during the morning
worship service with 56 voting
members present.

ELECTION: Results of the
election of Council members
are: Elizabeth Baylor, Ronalc
Kline, Mary Ann Landi,
Burrtell Metzger (re-elected),
Sue Neitz (re-elected), Holly
Patterson, and Terri Wydra.

SYNOD BENEVOLENCE
PLEDGE: Council Vice-
President, Missi Bohner, spok
of the importance of the synoc
and the importance of donatin
to the synod benevolence b
year end so that our church’
synod pledge is honored. Th
synod slogan is “God’'s Work
Our Hands”. A portion of
proceeds from a Ham & Beal
Soup/Ham Bar-B-Q Dinner in
January will go to the synod.

FINANCES & BUDGET:
Mike Dennehy, Finance
Coordinator, talked aboult
budget concerns.
about the near depletion of ou
rainy day funds, taking
aggressive action since the er
of 2008 to reduce our debt
reduce spending, and increas
membership. Steps being take
for 2010 to reduce our budgg
Is:
- Cut Pastor’s Continuing
Education, conference
attendance

No raise for the secretary

Limit custodian to 30 hours
instead of 40 hours/pay period
Creative use of heating, cooling

expense
We didn’t cut ministries-which is

He spoke
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Our organist and Choir Director
took drastic cuts in pay
Reduce our synod pledge

Even though the budget reflects
a $20,000 deficit, we are
hopeful that we will be able to
decrease the deficit even further
for the coming year.

Bill Snover spoke on a personal
level and on a financial level
about our congregation. He said
we average 5000 in attendance
yearly, if we gave $1 more that
would result in $5000 more in

giving.

We were in a really bad
financial state, but we are able
to continue to this day due to
the efforts of our congregation
who rose to the need! Council
will review the budget in May
to see if we need to make more
changes. The 2010 Budget was
approved.

Respectfully submitted,
Jean Crumb
Church Council Secretary

CoOUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS

* Review of Congregational
Meeting

FACE (Family Activities &
Christian Education) are in
the planning stages of
having a Bam BBQ/Ham &
Bean Soup Dinner on
January 30 with proceeds
split between church
ministry and possibly synod
benevolence.

December’s Council
meeting will be held at the
home of Art and Mary
Sticklin.



HYMNAL ANGELS

Hymnal Angels are a really
unique gift idea made out of ou
retired Lutheran Book of
Worship. You may sign up on
the easel in the social hall t
order yours. If you have any
guestions, please see Nan(
Leighow (Rae). The cost is $15

I from

OuUR OLD PEWS

An e-mail was recently receive(
our friends at the
Mifflinburg  Historical and
Revitalization Association who
P were the recipients of our olg

pews.
LY

The restoration of the Old Elias

Church has begun in earnes
The website where progress (

the project can be monitored is:
http://www.oldeliaschurch.com

If anyone wants to financially
contribute to the project,
donation information is on the
website.

The group wants us to know
L that "We will always be grateful
¢ to our friends at Pine Street
f' Lutheran."
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Audio tapes
of the service are available
for homebound and others
who can't make it to church.
Contact Sue Baylor at
279-4766, If interested.




WANT TO SEND CARDS &
LETTERS TO FOLKS ON
OUR MILITARY LIST?
Here are all the addresses
William M. Corl

455 EOG/193 ESOS
APO AE 09354

Adam Starr
BP-10 Patron Det
APO, AE 09309

A1C Conrad Andrew J
5813 Arnold Street, Box 1034
Tinker AFB, OK 73145

Sgt. Everard C. Riley
MALS/AVI

HMM-365 REIN

Unit 77091

FPO AE 09510-7091

CPT Barry Troy

731 Eton Blvd

Unit A

Fairbanks, AK 99709

Shane & Shawna Bergenstock
100 Sapalo Drive
St. Mary’s GA 31558

Spc. Shawn Dyer

HHC 725th BSB 4th BCT
FOB-SHARANAH
APO-AE-09311

AL1C Perry, Christopher A
8150 Gibson Blvd
Kirtland AFB NM 87116

Senior Airman Andrew Bauman
12001 MLK Street N

Apt. 3107

St. Petersburg, FL 33716

Michael J Bauman
PSC 473 Box 29
FPO AP 96349-0029

Thomas Weaver
B 3-112 FA

744 th MP BN
APO AE 09342

Capt. Steven Black Barr
127 Bellevalley Lane
Columbia, SC 29223

Jason Huff
1ERHG/DET 1

455 EMSG / RED HORSE
APO AE 09354

SPC Winter, Tristan

Diablo, 4BCT, 82nd ABN DIV
Team Halo

Camp Shindand

APO AE 09354

SGT Goddard, Darryl

Diablo, 4 BCT, 82nd ABN DIV
Team Halo

Camp Shindand

APO AE 09354

Capt. Mark D. Brumbach
1 ERHG
APO AE 09309
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GOOD SAMARITAN FUND %
This month’s Love Offering
envelope in your packet.

The Good Samaritan Fund was
started in January of 1996. Over %
the years many families in the &

Montour County/Riverside Area ., .
have been helped through a !

crisis. This could be an illness

in the family, job loss, car
problems, a move to a new
location or separation/divorce.

P (¢ })

As Good Samaritans,

you can help by:

Prayer: Pray for the families in need,
and pray for the Good Samaritan to
meet the need. %

Financial Support: Give generously.

Every contribution to the fund is &
needed and appreciated.

Furniture: Donate your good used
furniture/appliances. Dressers,
tables, chairs, mattresses and box % $
springs are always needed. $ %

Clothes: Donate your good used

clothing. Drop off clothing at the
Center.

%

%
Report for October:
442 families
There were 135 clothing donors _
4 bedding clients (To have someone‘s_ name |ncludeq on
21 families received 53 pieces of the weekly Prayer List, please email or
| collDe spario e
11fJfr;1r:ri1tilIJirees donated 36 pieces of ¢ ur;incésltzﬁéptd.net). o
Helped a middle aged woman to
help pay for eye glasses ($36.00) )
Helped a young couple with their

rent who have a job but have been m, )
unable to work ($150.00) % #3 ' % fg&&

The Mission Center has received @
grant for $1000 for boots from the
Danville Area Community
Foundation. The center is matching % "
the grant and hopes to buy 70 pairs pf
boots for young school aged children.

Call the Good Samaritan Mission
Center to offer your help.
Thank you for your support.

Good Samaritan Mission Center
Tues. and Thurs. 9 AM -5 PM;
Wednesday 9-Noon ( )
(They are closed Christmas week.)
275-2500
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POINSETTIAS

Each year at Christmas w
decorate the chancel witl
poinsettias.

After the Christmas Eve|
Candlelight Service is over
some of the poinsettias ar
always left in the Sanctuary fo
the Sundays of Christmas 4
long as they will last. All others
who marked “Take” please taks
them home after the service.

PLEASE HELP DELIVERWe

are again asking for volunteer
to help with the delivering.
Please consider taking one (¢
two after the Christmas Evd

service and delivering to ouf
shut-ins. Any help you can give

would be appreciated. Our shu
ins would especially enjoy you
visit with them on Christmas
Eve.

FooD BANK NEEDS

This month the Food BanK
would appreciate donations @
Noodles and Macaroni
Donations of any other food
items and monetary donation
would also be appreciated. T
make a monetary donation
please use a blue pew enveloj
and mark itFood Bank

RIDES AVAILABLE
Rides are available for people fg
urgent medical care.

Volunteer drivers are:

" Sue & Dick Baylor (279-4766

" Charles (Sonny) McWilliams (275-3533
" Bill & Mary Jane Snyder (275-4083)

" Bill & Jeannie Snover (672-3055)

Call any of the above numbers d
call the church office from 9:00
A.M. to 1:00 P.M. at 275-2110.

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS
b TREE

' The Community Christmas Tre¢
project is underway. Each yea
the program provides
approximately 350 families with

| food, clothing and/or toys

" during the Christmas holiday

S None of this would be possible

without your support.

" Donations are accepted at th
Danville Borough Ballroom at
the rear of 239 Mill St. Tuesday

s through Friday from 4-8 P.M.
and Saturday 9 A.M. to 5:0(

yr P.M. in beginning of December

» All donations must be receive(

by Saturday, December 19.

e

)

h

- Iltems to donate are:

*  Everyday casual wear in
excellent condition
Men’s (Large sizes) Jeans,
Sweatshirts, Long sleeve
shirts, Jackets, Winter coats,
socks
Women'’s (Large Sizes)
Jeans, Slacks, Sweatshirts,
Coats
Children’s Coats, Hats,
Mittens, Boots
Infants Winter clothing &
Infant supplies
Non Perishable Foods
New or used toys in excellent
condition

O

1 *

DE

No summer clothing, please. |
you wish to make a monetar
donation, please make check
payable to the Community
Christmas Treeand mail or
drop it off to Roberta Recla a
the Sovereign Bank, 101 Mill
Street, Danville, PA. 17821.

If you have an questions, pleag
call Wilber “Red” Swank at
275-0280.

e

Page 7

%&*+ |
, b))
0- .
N 1&
% .,
2 + / &)
+ 1
,, +
3 4&

|
$% & (% | ) ##
. oo

% $%

+ 0

/'01

-3
% U)o %(% 1
- +n
&%  +
| |
! #
!
$ % "
! & O+
- |
1 T&)M™0
+ o -"1
] & YO+
[ 2" #l 13, )
0 .
4
/.5 !
" 6 & )**



CHECK OUT
OUR PHOTOS
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KITCHEN SUPPLY LIST

If you would be able to donatg
some supplies to the kitchen, hel
is what is used regularly:

100% fruit juice

6 0z. cold cups
Decaffeinated coffee
A dessert for any Sunday
Fellowship Hour
A side dish for any Sunday
Fellowship Hour

Any donations to Mospitality
Ministry” to help fund our many
outreach and church events

e
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NEWSLETTERDEADLINE

The Deadline for the next edition
of the Newsletteris December 15.
All articles submitted are subject to
editing; typewritten articles arg
especially appreciated. It may b
necessary to hold articles
submitted after the deadline date
until the next month.

a)
-

THANK Youl

Thank you to all who donateq
memorials for Ray.

Sincerely,
Jane Beagle

Thank you for helping to makg
our Parade a success. (A che
for $125.00 was enclosed for
taking T' place in the class for
our float. This money was put
into the Sunday Schoo
donations.)

The Halloween Parade€
Committee

Page 8

The clothes left over from your
sale were beautiful—thank you
so much for that donation. We
appreciate your support

Sandy O’'Rourke
Good Samaritan Mission Center

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

1 - Charles McWilliams;
Nancy Watts

3 - Tiffany Dyer

4 - Laurie Fitzpatrick; Lewis
Riley, Jr.; Chantelle
(Chelly) Shaffer

6 — Danielle Sticklin Bloom

7 — Meaghan Harner

10 — Kathryn McCarty;
Elizabeth O’Brien; Talulah
Rice

16 — Harold Hack; Paul Sticklin

17 — Haley Bingaman; Stephen
Rice; Christopher Riley

18 — Alex Domanski; Caz
Morgan

20 — Jace Diehl; Joseph
Domanski; Daniel Fegley;
Russell St. Clair

22 — Gisela Reedy

23 — Sherry Ackey; Larry
Bohner

24 —Viola DeWald

25 — Jesus Christ; Elizabeth
Baylor

27 — Jeffrey Bingaman

28 — Kayle Hurley

29 — Holly Patterson; Minnie
Troutman

~k 30 — Pete Dyer

31 — Melissa Bohner; Cora
Wydra

DECEMBER
ANNIVERSARIES

21 — Sue and Marlin Neitz

28 — Kathi and Thomas Beiter

29 — Martha and Thomas Hinkle

30 — Terri and Robert Faust

31 — Chantelle and William
Shaffer
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SPONSORS

A big THANK YOU to everyone
who sponsored communion bread
bulletins,  flowers,  sanctuary
candles, and memorial candles for
our worship services during 2009.
These are very important items an
having someone to provide then
helps defray the costs for th
church.

=Ry

The new sign-up lists will be
available soon. Sign up early to get
your favorite dates and be sure fo
include yourin memory ofOR in
honor ofmessage when signing up.

The costs are:
$20.00 per week for
Bulletins;
$30.00 per week fdFlowers;
$14.00 per month for the
Sanctuary Candle.

! $ %

SYNOD CURRENTS

Summer 2010 Camp Mount Luther
Leadership Staff Applications Now
Being Accepted

Camp Mount Luther is now accepting
applications for 2010 Summer
Ministry Team Leadership Staff.
Successful candidates possess strong
leadership and teamwork skills as wel
as a desire to live and work in the
outdoors. Prayerfully consider if you
would like to join us for a summer of
witness and spreading the Gospel of
Jesus Christ.

Chad Hershberger, Executive Directo
says, “If you feel that the Spirit is
calling you to be at Mount Luther in
these positions, please apply. It's
important to remember we are not
looking for people to just fill ‘jobs’ or
be part of a group of people who work
together. We're looking for folks who
will be ministers with us, spreading
God’s love and the good news of Jest
Christ. We're looking for individuals
who will be part of a cohesive
Christian community, sharing their
joys and sorrows, supporting and
uplifting one another. We are looking
for individuals who can put the needs
of themselves behind the needs of
others. And, most importantly, we arg
looking for people who are committed
to their calling, not just to come to
camp for socialization or relaxation.”

Those who have never worked at
Mount Luther before should fill out an
application. Those who previously

worked at Mount Luther should fill
Page 9
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out a reapplication form. These forms
can be found at
http://www.campmountluther.orglf

you have questions, please contact
Executive Director Chad Hershberger
at (570) 922-1587. Applications are
being accepted for the following
positions and will be filled when a
suitable candidate is identified:

1. Assistant Director- administers the
summer camp program along with the
executive director; leads nature
activities with each group each week;
involved in scheduling and
programming of weekly events.

2. Chaplain to the Staff- responsible
for the spiritual well-being of the
summer ministry team; leads staff
worships and Bible studies; provides
pastoral care as needed.

3. Craft Director- responsible for the
craft program including leading craft
sessions for each group; provides
general staff support as needed; this
year will serve as our camp store
manager.

4. Head Lifeguard/Counselor-
responsible for the aquatics program
including lifeguarding during water
activity times; takes care of the
maintenance of the pool facility;
serves as a support counselor when
needed.

“Mutual Ministry Handbook” Now
Online

What IS mutual ministry, anyway?
And why should our congregation
have a committee to attend to it? You
may THINK you know, but even YOU
may learn something from the new
"Mutual Ministry Handbook." It was
created by the Healthy Congregations
Task Force of the Upper Susquehanna
Synod and is now available online.
This resource presents a way of
approaching the congregation's
ministry together, providing tools for a
committee to use in assessing their
congregation's strengths and growing
edges. It even offers suggestions for
beginning a Mutual Ministry
Committee if none exists in the
congregation or if your previous
committee had a different focus.
Explore the "Mutual Ministry
Handbook" atttp://www.uss-

elca.org/wp-




content/uploads/2009/03/Mutual-
Ministry-Handbook-10-02-091.doc

Leave a Legacy for Ministry and
Mission

Donor Advised Funds allow you to
make a gift today and help determine
ministry recipients now and in the
future. The Donor Advised Fund
could eventually become a permanen
endowment fund. For more
information call Pr. Greg Kramer at
the Lutheran Planned Giving Office at|
570-374-2044 or call the ELCA
Foundation, 800-638-3522, ext. 2970
or visit our website at
http://www.elca.org/fo

Discernment Retreat at Kure Beach,
North Carolina: December 21-23,
2009

Project Connect and Agapé-Kure
Beach Ministries are sponsoring a
discernment retreat for young adults
right before Christmas. The retreat
will explore questions such as the
following: What are your gifts? What
brings you great gladness? How is
God calling you to use those gifts in
this world? Enjoy fellowship,
worship, food, the sound of the surf,
and, of course, time on the beach! Th
event is FREE! (There's a $10
registration fee that is refundable at
the event). All meals and lodging are
included, but bring your own linens or
sleeping bag. For more information or|
to sign up, please contact Alissa at
(919) 552-9421 or via email at
program@agapekurebeach.org

Winter-Break Retreat for Young
Adults: January 3-10, 2010

The ELCA's Project Connect presentg
"Two-Way Street Retreat," a Winter-
Break Retreat for Young Adults age
18-30, in Baltimore, MD, January 3-
10, 2010. Young adults from all over
the East Coast are gathering in
Baltimore for a week of service.
Explore the ecology of public ministry
through the church in tangible ways.
Make lots of friends and meet a
variety of people engaged in real life
public ministry! Cost is $25...no joke!
For registration/brochure, go to
WWwWWw.projectconnect.org

e

Discernment Retreat at Calumet in
West Ossipee, NH: January 15-18,
2010

You are asking... and God is calling!
Is now the time to talk with church
leaders and others like you who are
wondering where this journey is
leading? Are you thinking about how
your gifts might best be used? Are
you ready to explore your thoughts
about God'’s call to service in our
church and in the world? Join us for &
weekend of exploration, prayer, and
conversation January 15-18 at
Calumet. The retreat begins Friday
evening with registration between
6:30-8:00 p.m. and ends with lunch of
Monday. This retreat is for young
adults aged 18-35. We'll have
discussions about vocation and
discernment. There will be Bible
Studies and talks about leadership
skills. There will be time for skiing,
walking outdoors, snow tubing,
napping, reading, geocaching, basket
weaving, and knitting. There will be
laughs, new friends, and good times!
To register please, contact Project
Connect atlon@projectconnect.org
Registration deadline is January 1. Th
fee is $100. However, if you are
between the ages of 18 and 30, Proje
Connect will pay your fee.

“Gathering in the East” Youth
Leaders’ Conference: April 16-18,
2010

The Gathering in the East (a.k.a. GIE
is the premier ELCA East Coast
children and youth worker's event and
convention dedicated to training,
renewal, and networking. It will be
held on April 16-18, 2010, at the
Holiday Inn Harrisburg East. This
annual event will take place in 2010 in
our own backyard...a great
opportunity for USS youth leaders!
For further information, visit the
Gathering in the East's website at
http://www.gatheringintheeast.arg
Online registration will be available in
November 2009. Invest your time in a
weekend filled with workshops,
speakers, music, and networking with
fellow colleagues who are called and
challenged by God to minister to
youth and their families. Early
registration will begin December
2009. The Upper Susquehanna Syno
contact person is Robin Kunkel at
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Sharon Lutheran Church, Selinsgrove,
570-374-8444.

Dori Baker will be the Keynote
speaker, talking about vocation and
calling. Jay Gamelin is the musician
who will lead workshops on Post
Modernism and the changing church.
Dr. Rick Carlson will be back to
discuss the Book of Faith. Sandy Grier
will give good advice on choosing
curriculums as well as selling
materials at Along the Way Bookstore.
Naomi Carriker will give insight on
Children and Youth with special
needs. The planning team members
will lead YM 101 and 201, an open
discussion on practical and spiritual
practices with youth and what if
situations...all questions are welcome.
Ed Hartman will impart his computer
knowledge of Facebook and how to
use it in your ministry. He will also
offer a Facebook for beginners
workshop.

SU Christmas Candlelight Service
The annual Susquehanna University
Candlelight Christmas Service will be

€ held on Tuesday, December 8,

2009, at 7:30 p.m. at Weber Chapel

Ct Auditorium on campus. This year's

theme, “Emmanuel: God With Us,”
reflects on the promise and presence
of God made flesh in the Babe of
Bethlehem. The Festival Chorus, the
Women’s Chorus and the SU Handbell
Choir will perform during this
candlelight service that annually
attracts more than 1,500 people. For
more information, call 570-372-4303.

Lighting candles at
Christmas

I will light candles this Christmas;

Candles of joy despite all sadness,

Candles of hope where despair keeps
watch,

Candles of peace for tempest-tossed
days,

Candles of grace to inspire all my
living,

Candles that will burn all year long.



Howard Thurman

(W)holy, (W)holy, (W)holy
Health, Healing and
Wholeness

“Now there are varieties of gifts,
but the same Spirit; and there are
varieties of services, but the same
Lord; and there are varieties of
activities, but it is the same God
who activates all of them in
everyone. To each is given the
manifestation of the Spirit for the
common good...All these are
activated by one and the same
Spirit, who allots to each one
individually just as the Spirit
chooses.” (1Corinthians 12:4-7,
11)

Here we are, once again, if
the season of gift-giving. For
some, Christmas may be a little
different this year, because
economics have shaped the way
we celebrate. Many have found it
necessary to limit the amount of

=}

money spent on gifts to loved ones;

some may have eliminated gift
giving altogether. Some may be
finding themselves celebrating at
home vs. traveling by car or plane
to loved ones in other states. Thig
is not a bad thing! Perhaps it is
time that we give more deliberate
time and thought toward
celebrating the season more
simply, for when we don’t make
the connection between Christ and
our gift-giving, Santa becomes the
spirit of Christmas.

Throughout the past
month, I've been gathering a few
non-traditional ideas for gift-giving
this Christmas, and | would like to
share them with you.

Instead of putting them away or
tossing them, keep cards and
well-wishes in a small basket
where they can be savored
throughout the year. Meditate
on the words announcing the
coming of the greatest gift that
has ever been given.

Instead of buying gifts, make
donations to your local United
Way or charity/charities that
are significant in the lives of
your loved ones. Mother
Teresa once saidlf is
Christmas every time you let
God love others through you
...Yes it is Christmas every
time you smile at your brother
and offer your hand."These
gifts keep on giving long after
the garland and tinsel are put
away!

Give handmade gifts this year.
Give your children a Shepherd’s
pouch — a simple drawstring
bag — in which to collect loose
change throughout the month -
use the money to purchase a

gift for someone in need.
Worship together before
setting out to do so.

Instead of a tree this year,
arrange gifts under a créche
[manger].

During a meal together, ask one
another,If Jesus were sitting
next to you, what would you
give him this Christmas?
Why?”

Buy baby items, wrap and place
them with the other gifts —
donate them to a social service
agency that deals with infants.

Host a baby Jesus
Christmas/birthday party for
your family and neighborhood
kids. Have each family bring a
gift to be donated to a service
agency, or shelter that houses
children.

Give your children an age-
appropriate créche to play
with. Tell them the Christmas
story and have them act it out
with the figures. Remember
though, the Wise Men came
after the birth of the baby
Jesus!

Throughout the coming year,
have Jesus “grow up” What
qualities did he possess? PicK
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Bible verses to read and

discuss as a family.
Finally, one of the greatest gifts we
can give is to be patient and
merciful to others. Fdfto each is
given the manifestation of the
Spirit for the common good”.Be
the light of Christ to others not
only on December 25, but
throughout the coming year. Let
others come to know him through
your words and deeds.

Christmas blessings!

Debbie Best, Program Coordinator

Diakon Family Life Services Training
& Consultation

Nurse’s Notes--December 2009
December 6 There has been
some confusion regarding how
long one should stay out of work
or school after flu-like illnesses.
According to the CDC, individuals
“with influenza-like illness

[should] remain at home until at
least 24 hours after they are free of
fever (100 degrees F), or signs of
fever without the use of fever-
reducing medications”.
(http://www.cdc.gove/h1nlflu/quid
ance/exclusion.htjm

December 13 Pull-cords on
drapes continue to pose a threat of
strangulation for infants and
toddlers. The Consumer Product
Safety Commission [CPSC] offers
the following safety tips to prevent
deaths and injuries associated with
window covering cords:

- Examine all shades and blinds
in the home. CPSC
recommends the use of
cordless window coverings in
all homes where children live
or visit. Make sure there are
no accessible cords on the
front, side, or back of the
product.

- Do not place cribs, beds and
furniture close to the windows
because children can climb on
them and gain access to the
cords.



- Make loose cords inaccessible.

- If the window shade has looped
bead chains, install tension
devices to keep the cord taut.
Note: Most window blinds
sold prior to November 2000
have inner cords (for raising
the slats of the blinds) that can
be pulled by a child and form &
loop in which the child’s neck
can entangle. Consumers
should immediately repair
these types of blinds. For a
free repair kit, call the Window
Covering Safety Council at
800-506-4636 or visit
www.wondowcoverings.org
In addition, ask your child-care
provider to check their blinds
and window coverings as well.

December 20 Liquid potpourri
can harm your pet. “Filling your
house with the smell of pine or
peppermint may seem inviting, but
if you're partial to heating your
scented oil in a simmer pot, know
that it can cause serious harm to
your cat. These oils are toxic to
cats, and even a few licks can
result in severe chemical burns in
the

mouth, fever, difficulty breathing,
and tremors (shakes). Dogs aren’
guite as sensitive, but it's still wise
to scent your home with a non-
toxic candle kept safely out of you
pet’s reach.” Prevention

Magazine December 2009, pg.

126)

December 27 Did you know that
only 2 tablespoons of sunflower

seeds can supply nearly 40% of the

recommended daily allowance of
Vitamin E — an antioxidant that

http://www.SafetyCentralOnline.cgm
Brotherhood Mutual’s online library
of free safety and risk management
materials. Check with your insurance
agent if you have specific questions
about slip and fall accidents.

helps prevent sun damage? For a
healthy crunch, sprinkle them ontg
your salad instead

of croutons. Prevention

Magazine December 2009, pg. 36

Safety Tips for Ministries from
Brotherhood Mutual Insurance
Company for December 2009
Watch Your Step! Can You Guess the
Most Common Insurance Claim? The
answer may surprise you, but the loss
control experts at Brotherhood Mutua
Insurance Company say the claim they
see most often involves injuries due tg
slip and fall accidents. Wet floors and
slippery sidewalks are among the
leading reasons people slip and fall.
Snow, rain, and ice just make matters
worse, so now is a good time to take &
close look around your building to
make sure it's as safe as possible for
the people your ministry serves.

Brotherhood Mutual offers a checklist
that can help you prevent slip and fall
accidents. The checklist evaluates thg
condition of:

Sidewalks and parking lots
Stairs and handrails
Doormats, rugs, and carpet

You can download a copy of this
checklist, along with other resources
that can help your ministry reduce the
risk of slip and fall accidents at

The Thank You Corner

W/ELCA Highlights
by

DECEMBER QUARTERLY

The December Quarterly and
Christmas Party will be held on
December %' at 6:00 P.M. in the
social hall of the church.

There will be a covered dish dinner
with meat and drink provided by
the Board. Please sign up so there
is enough meat.

Wwe'll have our Secret Pal
exchange. The program will be
New Found Sound, a Barbershop
Quartet. Younger women and girls
are welcome to come.

k\ \c) b’

Thank You to everyone who volunteers in our chtwdhelp accomplish the mission and m|n|str e )
Street. We would like to share with you soméefitames of the people who do the work and mirneus
portion of the many people who are so generous tivlr time and abilities.

If you know of someone in our church who couldaupat on the back for a job well done, and for stityi that was meaningful to yo
please let us know at the church office. Whensgauthese people remember to thank them for helpintake Pine Street a churg
that ministers in Jesus name.
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